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The psychographic and demographic of [as] viewers 
has broadened significantly since its creation in 2001 
as the nightly alter-ego of Cartoon Network. A large 
portion of the audience has entered life stages with 
matured wants and needs, increased income, and 
exposure to refined expectations for what a premier 
streaming app should be, while new viewership 
continues to come from those in their teens and 
twenties.



A 2014 study of the [as] audience concluded that “[It] is 
an embodiment of dominant cultural identities (i.e., 
young, white, heterosexual masculinity), while 
simultaneously framing this community within 
discourses of subcultural taste and oppositional 
distinction.... Adult Swim’s use of transgressive comedy, 
animation, transmedia expansion, and subcultural 
appropriation to attract a young, white, male audience 
has become a standard strategy in the post-network 
era.”* 



In 2019 the [as] longtime young male demo 
powerhouse dropped 23% in total viewers, likely in 
alignment with the cord-cutting movement of the 
viewer demographic. With this new understanding, we 
are evolving the brand to once again set itself apart as 
the leader of adult animation and eccentric content by 
creating a premier streaming app and making a 
concerted effort to showcase unique features.



The new app is a direct reflection of our audience, but 
also recognizes the ability to expand our viewership to 
attract more women and People of Color. [as] does not 
desire to lose it’s risky, unorthodox, dark, and 
improvised humor, but those elements should not be 
used without strong consideration for what 
perceptions it may create.

AUDIENCE + TONE

Light 300

Regular 400

Semi-Bold 600

Bold 700

Aa This is a SubHEADER example.
Open Sans Bold

Aa This is a body copy example.
Open Sans Semi Bold

Aa This is a body copy example.
Open Sans Regular

Aa This is a body copy example.
Open Sans Light

Body copy is Open Sans. Heavier weights should be used 
based on text hierarchy, and italics only in very special 
cases. Four weights can provide visually interesting type 
treatments. Body copy should never be smaller than 9 
point, with infrequent deviation due to accesibility. Legal 
copy should be 7 point or less. 

Aa This is a HEADLINE example.
DIN Condensed 

The display typeface is DIN Condensed. It should be 
used for headlines, main buttons, and purposes such as 
show names, title treatments, or event badges. 

TYPEFACE

Black

#000000

R0 G0 B0

C10 M0 Y0 K0

Purple x11

#AB05F2

R171 G5 B242

C29 M98 Y0 K5

Red Crayola

#FF1053

R255 G16 B83

C0 M94 Y67 K0

Lemon Yellow

#FDF152

R253 G255 B255

C0 M5 Y68 K1

There are five main colors in the [adult swm]  
palette, not including white. Tints of colors are 
permitted as long as the integrity of the color is 
maintained-- this is done by increasing the white 
value to create light shades.



Black, White, and Lemon Yellow are to be used as a 
primary color, while Purple x11 and Red Crayola are 
secondary or accent colors. Yellow, Purple and Red 
Crayola should be used sparingly in combination, as 
they can clash.

COLORS

[adult swim] has an alternate logo to be used as an icon 
and in the event that the primary usage logos above are 
not appropriate for the task. Ideally this is used squared, 
but the outershape is not important as long as the logo 
itself maintains continuity.

LOGO
The [adult swim] logo continues to harness the nostalgia of 
the brand. The logo is the company name, [adult swim], in 
lowercase, Helvetica Neue Condensed Bold font, protected 
by two brackets. The white logo will typically be placed on 
black, while the black logo will typically be placed on white. 
Occasionally a lower-opacity version will overlay imagery. 



Spacing is created by measuring the height of the bracket 
leg. The space before and after the logo is 3x that of the 
height of the bracket leg, the space above and below is 2x 
the bracket leg, measured from the bracket outward. 
These size considerations create ample space. 

ICON

@username @username

Button

PATTERN LIBRARY
In general, icons should be clean and simple, typically 
with squared rather than rounded lines that mirror the 
brackets of the [adult swim] logo. 

Partner shows, games, album art and in-app 
achievements should reflect the eccentric, odd, and 
avant garde that our audience has come to expect. 
Those who enjoy the [as] culture feel a sense of 
belonging and pleasure derived from engaging a 
like-minded, relatable entity. Therefore, our imagery 
should continue to reflect our connection with the 
obscure, nonsensical, and at times, graphic. [as] 
encourages experimentation with media content.
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